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“‘Meaning emerges in the encounter — in the relations between

bodies, images, and th

. g[Id, wrote Vivian Sobchack in her

Carnal Thouiy{@ ggrdj.'it';is precisely these shifting relations
that shape cl_nt‘emp ary= digital — American identity. In the
digital envir%nm s_ﬁch .relations do not stabilise; they
reconfigure therﬁselv s,‘ recalibrate, and adjust across platforms,
archives, sensorsg‘ interfééés.

To inhabit condltlon the twenty-first century offers

morphing as a co ceg}ial tool for perceiving cultural forms that

remain sensible not because remain unchanged, but keep

moving. Originating in early digital image-processing and made
culturally. iconic by the liquid-metal T-1000 in Terminator 2 (dir.

y Jamesf.' ameron, 1991) morphing describes a process in which

V.o ’-fo‘r(‘( emerges’through transformatlon rather than through any
sm’ular ouﬂfne l‘We 3uggest that th|s code-driven logic has
/ become central to the circulation of contemporary -American
narratlves, symbols, and histories — through digital and- cross-
platform flows that reconfigure how America is sensed,

remembered, contested — and lived.



From this perspective, America appears less as an
analytically bounded object and more as a network of relations
shaped by political change, technological infrastructures,
aesthetic environments, and embodied experience. Analogue
humanities often separate medium, history, body, and narrative;
yet digital circulation dissolves these borders, creating conditions
in which identities take _shape through movement across media
rather than within.a single register.

“Morphing America” thus-invites scholars to consider how
relationality, networkeﬁﬁ%&algorithmic visibility, and -new modes
of embodiment‘t arqisfogm"WHé‘f'American identity is and how it is

felt. This is af'géll to ine an Amerlcan Studies attentive to the

lived conditions & resent— a world in which cultural forms
migrate between _in rfaces,. sensory registers, and temporal
layers, and where@sformation IS not a deviation from stability
but the very environmentin which meaning takes place.

We welcome ""‘p'rﬂb'osals from literature, film and media
studies, digital humanities, political science, history, sociology,
cultural studies, and related fields. Suggested areas include (but

are not limited to):
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reétlﬁonallty and neEwor:!(ed forms of American identity
/é’cross I|teratu='e film, d:gltal platforms, and everyday
- media histories sensed and reconfigured through
algorithmic systems, data infrastructures, and digital

archival practices,
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histories sensed and reconfigured through algorithmic
systems, data infrastructures, and digital archival
practices,
movement of American myths and narratives across
evolving media environments and cultural interfaces,
affect, embodiment, and sensory experience in
contemporary Amerlcan culture shaped by digital
mediation, ;
political, regional, and diasporic identities formed and
negotiated within nef"‘GT'ked social environments,
emerging Améﬁ%:n mythologles (e.g., founding narratives,
frontier i |mag|nar|e "".hér0|c scripts) as they shift across

nd narratlve habitats,

pIatforms,'ima
digital aesthetics d the reconfiguration of America’s
narrative Iandséa‘ﬁes in I'i'terature, visual culture, and
audiovisual meaa\
marginalised and n‘uﬂlorltlsed identities articulated through
digital visibility, platformed publics, and new circuits of
cultural circulation,

|nterd|SC|pI|nary approaches to identity as ongoing
transformatlon across media studies, cultural studies,

Ilte‘I{ary studles film studles and social sciences.
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We 'welcome propositions from outside the proposed._range.

Please send abstracts<of approx. 300 words to

morphing.paas.2026@gmail.com by 10th April. Notifications of
acceptance will be sent by 23rd April.


mailto:morphing.paas.2026@gmail.com

Conference fees:

« 850zt/200EUR (full fee; includes coffee breaks, lunches,
conference dinner);

« 700PLN/165EUR (basic fee; coffee breaks and lunches)

* doctoral students/unwaged participants are eligible for reduced
fee — 600z1/140 EUR (includes ECR workshops, coffee breaks,
lunches, conference dinner}”‘

We look forward to w‘emb‘lrin.Szczecin and to exploring

together how A’nflerlca morphs acrosg media, histories, and

relations.
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