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Pre-conference events on Wednesday, September 24, 2025:

17:15-19:00

18:00-19:30

Polish Association for American Studies 2025 Conference doctoral student workshop: “Critical Fabulations:
(Un)Mapping, (Anti-)Archiving, (Im)Possibilities” by Joanna Davis-McElligatt (University of North Texas) in Collegium
Paderevianum, Building A, ground floor, room A2.

A discussion (in Polish) on Claudia Rankine’s “Citizen: An American Lyric” with Joanna Makowska, Bartosz Wojcik and
Paulina Ambrozy (Wydawnictwo Karakter) - Patac Potockich, Rynek Gtéwny 20.

Day One: Thursday, September 25, 2025

8:45 Registration opens - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, main hall
9:30-10:00 Conference opening - Aula A, Wydziat Prawa i Administracji, Krupnicza 33a
10:00-11:15 Keynote lecture 1: Adam Gopnik (The New Yorker) - Aula A, Wydziat Prawa i Administracji, Krupnicza 33a
11:15-12:00 Coffee break - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 1° floor
12:00-13:30 Parallel Sessions - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 1° floor, Rooms 104, 105, 106, 107
13:30-14:30 Lunch break - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 1 floor
14:30-16:00 Parallel Sessions - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, Rooms 1% floor, 104, 105, 106, 107
17:00-18:00 A meeting with Adam Gopnik (The New Yorker) - Patac Potockich, Rynek Gtoéwny 20
18:30-19:30 The PAAS Anniversary Meeting (in Polish) - Collegium Paderevianum Building A, ground floor, room A2
8:45-9:15 Registration (registration desk will be open throughout the day): Collegium Paderevianum Building B, main hall
9:30-10:00 Conference Opening

Aula A Wydziat Prawa
10:00-11:15 | Keynote lecture 1: Adam Gopnik (The New Yorker) i Administracji, Krupnicza 33a

11:15-12:00

Coffee break - 1% floor
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Parallel Sessions - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 1° floor

12:00-13:30

Session 1: American States of
Mind: Memory, Paranoia, and
Power

Session 2: Truth, Memory, and
the Jewish Self: Narratives of
Pilgrimage and Identity

Session 3: Reappraising
Truman Capote

Session 4: States of Exception:
Violence, Memory, and Grievability
at the US Border

ROOM: 104
Chair: Christopher T. Gullen

Frederique Spill
Representing Memory,
Negotiating Truth: Stylistic
Proliferation and
Minimalism in Cormac
McCarthy’s The Passenger
and Stella Maris

Adrian Arana-Armesto
Deconstructing the West:
Memory, Violence, and
Power in Blood Meridian and
Lonesome Dove

Roman Vasylenko

Paranoid States of America:
Contrasting Paranoia in Don
DelLillo’'s White Noise and
Stephen Wright’'s M31: A
Family Romance

ROOM: 105
Chair: Matthew Chambers

Jacek Partyka

A New Kind of Jewess:
Theresa S. Malkiel’s The Diary
of a Shirtwaist Striker

Shoshannah Ganz

Reading Autobiographically
and Re-enacting through
Return: Pilgrimage Motifs in
Kathleen A. Balgley’s Letters
to My Father: Excavating a
Jewish Identity in Poland and
Belarus

Dominika Ferens
Truth-seeking and Truth-
telling in American
“Narratives of Return” by
Second-Generation
Holocaust Survivors

ROOM: 106

Chair: Edyta Frelik

Marek Paryz

Childhood, Rebellion and
Utopia in Capote’s The Grass
Harp

tukasz Muniowski

Capote in the Manosphere:
Reading In Cold Blood in the
21st Century

Matgorzata Olsza
Reframing In Cold Blood:
Capote’s Sacrifice in the
Graphic Novel Capote in
Kansas

ROOM: 107
Chair: Grazyna Zygadto

Barbara Meilak

Bare Life at the Southern US
Border: State of Exception,
Horrorism, and Grievability in
The Land of Open Graves by Jason
de Ledn

Matgorzata Martynuska

“We Are force”: Memory, Trauma,
and Border Crossings in Gabriela
Garcia’s of Women and Salt

Ewelina Banka

Embodied Memory and
Decolonial Resistance in Margo
Tamez’s Father | Genocide: The
Body as Archive along the Texas-
Mexico Border
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13:30-14:30

Lunch break - 1% floor

14:30-16:00

Session 5: Queer Studies in
Transit: American Literature
and Theory

Session 6: The Politics of Truth:
Authority, Knowledge, and
Memory in the United States

Session 7: The Artifacts of
Memory: Truth, Identity, and
Material Culture in America

Session 8: Performing Memory:
Trauma, Truth, and Protective
Camouflage

ROOM: 104
Chair: Anna Kurowicka

Tomasz Basiuk

Notes on the Polish
Reception of Eve Kosofsky
Sedgwick

Joanna Szymaniak

Dream House as Lesbian
Memory: Queer Archive
and post-MeToo Self-
Narrative in Carmen Maria
Machado’s In the Dream
House

Aleksandra Julia
Malinowska

Queer Times Call for Queer
Measures: Critical
Reflection on the Narrative
of Queer Studies Formation
in Poland

ROOM: 105
Chair: Ewelina Banka

Mirostaw Aleksander
Miernik

Theorizing Ourselves into
Incredulity

Renata Nowaczewska
Gatekeepers of Truth:
American Private
Foundations, Politics of
Knowledge, and the
Construction of Historical
Authority

Aneta Dybska

Resolutions as Acts of Truth-
Telling and Vehicle of
Memory in U.S. Politics

ROOM: 106
Chair: Laura Wilson

Juliette Tran

Fake Relics and the
Fabrication of Frontier
Memory: Truth, Imagination,
and Material Culturein the
Gilded Age

Matgorzata Jarmotowicz-
Dziekonska

Voices from the Other Side:
Second World War
Internment in Japanese-
American Memoirs and
Autobiographies

Izabella Kimak

Immigrant Memory, the City,
and the Body: Second-
Generation Identity in Poetic
Form

ROOM: 107
Chair: Matthew Chambers

Krystian Marcin Gradz

A Spectacle of (Brief)
Appearance(s): Edmund White's
The Farewell Symphony

Magdalena Dziurzynska

Seeds of Memory, Scars of Truth:
Trauma and Collective Healing in
Feminist Speculative Fiction

Dorothy Chansky
Remembering 2008: Neurology,
Psychology, Protective
Camouflage, and Performance
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17:00-18:00 | A meeting with Adam Gopnik (The New Yorker) chaired by Michat Choinski, Patac Potockich,
Rynek Gtéwny 20

18:30-19:30 | The PAAS Anniversary Meeting (in Polish) "Mate" Collegium Paderevianum,
room 03

Day Two: Friday, September 26, 2025

9:15-9:45
10:00-11:00

11:15-12:00
12:00-13:30
13:30-14:30
14:30-16:30
17:00-18:30

18:30-19:30
20:00

Registration - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, main hall

Keynote lecture 2: Joanna Davis-McElligatt (University of Northern Texas): “From the Golden Record to Xenogenesis:
Meditations on the Monophonic Response” - Aula A Wydziat Prawa i Administracji, Krupnicza 33a

Coffee break - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 1st floor

Parallel Sessions - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 1° floor, Rooms 104, 105, 106, 107, 108

Lunch break - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 4" floor 401

Parallel Sessions - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 1° floor, Rooms 104, 105, 106, 107
A discussion (in Polish) on Piotr Tarczynski’s book “Oslizgte macki, wiadome sity. Historia Ameryki w teoriach

spiskowych” (Wydawnictwo Znak) - Patac Potockich, Rynek Gtéwny 20

The PAAS General Meeting - Collegium Paderevianum Building A, ground floor, room A2

Conference dinner - Patac Saski, ul. Stawkowska 3

9:15-9:45 | Registration (registration desk will be open throughout the day): Collegium Paderevianum Building B, main hall

10:00- Keynote lecture 2
11:00 Joanna Davis-McElligatt (University of Northern Texas): “From the Golden

Record to Xenogenesis: Meditations on the Monophonic Response”

Aula A Wydziat Prawa i Administracji, Krupnicza
33a

11:15- Coffee break - 1% floor

12:00
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Parallel Sessions - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 1° floor

12:00-
13:30

Session 9: Glitches in the Session 10: Forms of Session 11: Framing Session 12: Narrating the | Session 13:
Archive: The Malleability Memory: Poetics of Memory: Truth and Earth: Environmental Commemorating
and Politics of Memory Identity, Tradition, and Narrative in Drama, Truth, Species Memory, Flannery O’Connor
Place Photography, and and the Politics of
Podcasting Storytelling
ROOM: 104 ROOM: 105 ROOM: 106 ROOM: 107 ROOM: 108
Chair: Matthew Chair: Izabella Kimak | Chair: Marek Paryz Chair: Mateusz Chair: Frederique Spill
Chambers Swietlicki

Beata Zawadka

“Nothing in This House
Holds Still”: Glitch and the
Mechanics of Digital
Memory

Kacper Zenderowski
“Real or Not Real?” The
Malleability of Memories
in Suzanne Collins’ The
Hunger Games and Michel
Gondry’s Eternal Sunshine
of the Spotless Mind

Orkhan Aghayev
Decoloniality of the
Silence: How Post-Post-
Soviet Women Reclaim
What Anti-Imperial
Solidarity Forgot

Tomasz Sawczuk

The Memory of Paper:
Time, Materiality, and
the Poetic Surfacein
Emmett Williams and
EricaBaum

Paulina Ambrozy

“I don’t believe in
objective description”:
The biological gaze and
intimate ecology in the
poetry of Forrest
Gander

Grzegorz Kos¢
Frederick Seidel and
the Memory of the
Elegiac Tradition

Natalia Vysotska
Remembering/Forgetting
as Psychological
Minefield in Arthur
Miller's Dramatic
Diptych Danger: Memory!

Elzbieta Rokosz
Framing the Truth: The
Great Depressionin the
Photography of Eudora
Welty and Dorothea
Lange

Michat Pokrowiecki
Counter-memory
Narratives in the US
American Audio Fiction
Podcasting

Anna Maria Karczewska
“Hope and truth could
not be reconciled”:
environmental concerns
in Richard Powers’
Playground

Justyna Wtodarczyk
Species Memories:
Reading Species Stories
through the Framework
of Plasticity

Ewa Wisniewska
Geotrauma and the
Politics of Memory:
Rewriting Catastrophic
History in The Broken
Earth trilogy by N. K.
Jemisin

Justyna Fruzinska
Fantasies of the Self in
F. Scott Fitzgerald's
“Absolution” and
Flannery O’Connor’s
“The River”

Mirostawa Buchholtz
Two Flannery
O’Connor Stories
About Race Relations

Alicja Chmiotek

Truth and Deception in
John Huston'’s Film
Adaptation of
Flannery O’Connor’s
Wise Blood
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13:30- Lunch break - 1% floor

14:30

14:30- Session 14: Geographies of Session 15: Specters of Truth: Session 16: The Ghosts of Her Session 17: America After Truth
16:00/ Memory Race, Violence, and the Politics of | Story

16:30 Memory

ROOM: 104
Chair: Paulina Ambrozy

Edyta Frelik

The Spiral of Thought:
Perception, Understanding,
Memory, and Truth in Robert
Smithson’s Earth Art

Karolina Kwasna

The Upside-Down: Haunted
Landscapes and the Non-Sites
of American Memory

Fatemeh Gholami

“The Land Remembers”:
Spatialized Truth and
Ecomemory in American Mini-
series Mare of Easttown

ROOM: 105
Chair: Beata Zawadka

Magdalena tapinska

Specters of Racial Violence:
Counter-Memory and Truth in
Percival Everett’s The Trees

Lona Moutafidou

On the Plasticity of Memory:
Past, Present and Future
Dystopias in Percival Everett’s
James and Cormac McCarthy’s
The Road

Alba Fernandez-Alonso
Witnessing Truth: Langston
Hughes, Memory, Race, and the
Spanish Civil War

ROOM: 106
Chair: Dominika Ferens

Paulina Korzeniewska
Corpsickles and Ghosts of the
North: Intersections of Gender,
Mythology, and Indigeneity in
True Detective: Night Country

Magdalena Gabrysiak
Articulating the Affective Truth
of Depression: Missing
Memory in Contemporary
American Women'’s
Autobiography (1990-2020)

Grazyna Zygadto

“Tell Me a Story, Even If It's a
Lie”: The Role of Storytellingin
Contemporary Fiction of Latina
Writers

Olga O'Toole
(Where) Do we stand with
#MeToo in 20257

ROOM: 107
Chair: Aneta Dybska

Mikel Barea Pérez

The Politics of Memory: Media
Narratives and the Post-Truth
Condition in Post-9/11
America

Iwona Filipczak

Vulnerability and Care as
Elements of Counter-History in
Shaila Abdullah’s Saffron
Dreams

Aleksandra Zuzanna Leniarska
Remembering Realism: US
Neorealist Narratives and
Memory of the Middle Class
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17:00- A discussion (in Polish) on Piotr Tarczynski’s book “Oslizgte macki, wiadome Patac Potockich, Rynek Gtéwny 20
18:30 sity. Historia Ameryki w teoriach spiskowych” (Wydawnictwo Znak)

18:30- The PAAS General Meeting "Mate" Collegium Paderevianum, room 03
19:30
20:00 Conference dinner Hotel Saski, ul. Stawkowska 3

Day Three: Saturday, September 27, 2025

9:15-9:45 Registration - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, main hall

10:00-11:00 Keynote lecture 3: Zygmunt Mazur (Jagiellonian University): “Wendell Berry and the World’s Current Ecological
Crisis” - Aula A Wydziat Prawa i Administracji, Krupnicza 33a

11:15-12:00 Coffee break - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 1st floor

12:00-13:30 Parallel Sessions - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 1° floor, Rooms 104, 105, 106, 107

13:30-14:30 Lunch break - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 1st floor

14:30-16:00 Parallel Sessions - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 1° floor, Rooms 104, 105, 106, 107

16:15 Conference closing - Collegium Paderevianum B, 5" floor, Room 505

16:30:00-19:00 Screening of the movie “The Past is Not Dead” (110 min), followed by a discussion (in Polish) with
the Polish translators of Faulkner’s novels (45 min): Piotr Tarczynski and Jacek Dehnel -
Collegium Paderevianum B, Room 505, 5% floor

9:15-9:45 | Registration (registration desk will be open throughout the day): Collegium Paderevianum Building B, main hall

10:00- Keynote lecture 3 Aula A Wydziat Prawaii

11:00 Zygmunt Mazur (Jagiellonian University): “Wendell Berry and the World’s Current Ecological | Administracji, Krupnicza 33a
Crisis”

11:15- Coffee break - 1° floor

12:00
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Parallel Sessions - Collegium Paderevianum Building B, 1° floor

12:00- Session 18: What Is an Session 19: Sites of Memory: | Session 20: Remembering Session 21: The Politics of the
13:30 American Self? Race, Trauma, and Placemaking | Barbie Past: Truth, Fiction, and
in American Media Alternative Histories
ROOM: 104 ROOM: 105 ROOM: 106 ROOM: 107
Chair: Justyna Wtodarczyk Chair: Ewelina Banka Chair: Olga O'Toole Chair: Dominika Ferens
Klara Szmanko Antoni Gorny Emily Aguilo-Perez Mateusz Swietlicki
Representation of Whiteness | Long Gone: The Afterlives of | Re-membering Barbie: Politics of Memory and Present-
is Herman Melville’s Billy Budd, | the “Race Problem” Film Intergenerational Memory, Day Politics in Ukrainian-
Sailor Identity, and Cultural Themed American Historical
Matgorzata Maczko Reconstruction in Puerto Fiction for Young People
Christopher T. Gullen The Memory and Trauma of | Rican Girlhoods
Spaces of Memory and the Slavery in Contemporary Alicja Piechucka
American Tourist Gaze: American Cinema Rebecca C. Hains “Voyages into Imaginary Time”:
Commemoration, Hey There, Barbie Girl!: The The Uses of Alternative History
Consumption, and the Politics | Ewa Kleczaj-Siara Subversion of Mattel’s in Hanya Yanagihara's To
of Heritage African American Commodified Femininityina | Paradise
Picturebooks as Sites of 1990s Riot Grrrl Zine
Cultural Memory and Black Jaroslav Kusnir
Placemaking Hannah Maitland Fact, Fiction or Native American
There’s Something About Truth: David Treuer’s The
Midge: (Mis)Remembering Translation of Dr. Apelles
Pregnant Doll Controversies
Online
13:30- Lunch break - 1 floor

14:30
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14:30- Session 22: Simulations, Session 23: Affective Session 24: After the End: Session 25: How Do Comics
16:00 Memories, and Hauntings: Witnessing, Active Resistance | Sincerity, Myth, and Farewell in | Remember?
Representing Native Presence American Fiction
and the American Past
ROOM: 104 ROOM: 105 ROOM: 106 ROOM: 107
Chair: Ewelina Barika Chair: Matthew Chambers Chair: I1zabella Kimak Chair: Olga O'Toole
Weronika taszkiewicz Katarzyna Machata Katarzyna Macedulska Anastasia Ulanowicz
Exploring the Simulation of “Tell It Straight, Tell It All”: Paul Auster’s Baumgartner: An | “Passive Polish”:
Native Presence in American | Memory, Storytelling, and Attempt at Farewell and a Representations of Poland in
Speculative Fiction Narrative Ruthlessness in the | Case of Personal American Holocaust Graphic
Work of Jesmyn Ward Overinterpretation Memoirs After Maus
Elzbieta Wilczynska
The Memory Trade: Quantity, | Patrycja Antoszek tukasz Barcinski Tomasz Jachec
Quality,and The Truth in “The narrative that Encyclopedic Sincerity - Performative Polish History in
Native American remembers”: Affective Infinite Jest by David Foster Transatlantic Adventures of
Representation in Yellowstone | Witnessingin Jesmyn Ward’s | Wallace in Polish Translation Batman, Joker, and Superman
and Reservation Dogs Let Us Descend
Jarostaw Hetman Ewa Kowal
Agnieszka Urbanczyk Laura Wilson On the Decline of Western The Truth is Not Enough: Daniel
Haunting the Narrative - The | “Another Wedding Ain't Gon’ | Mythology: David Foster Clowes’ Monica and the Thrills
Overlooked Burdens of the Happen Here”: Resisting Wallace Reading Joseph of Chasing Fantasies
American Past in The Owl Marriage Tourism at Campbell’s Myths to Live By
House Plantations
16:15 Conference closing Collegium Paderevianum B, 5™
floor, Room 505
16:30- Screening of the movie “The Past is Not Dead” (110 min), followed by a discussion (in Polish) Collegium Paderevianum B, 5
19:00 with the Polish translators of Faulkner’s novels: Piotr Tarczynski and Jacek Dehnel (45 min) floor, Room 505
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