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CONFERENCE PROGRAM  
Thursday, December  9 

 
9.00-12.00 - Fulbright Poland Workshop for PhD students  

12:15-13:30  
Opening of the conference 

and 
Keynote Lecture 1  

Rupture, Rage, Resignation, and Regret: Post-Apocalyptic Narratives in American Popular Culture 
 

Professor Robert Westerfelhaus, College of Charleston 
 

Chair: Elżbieta Rokosz 
14:00-15:30  Session 1   

Panel 1 
Darker in Paradise 

Chair: Sławomir Kozioł 
 

Contemporary reality as dystopia – 
historicizing the present in Kim Stanley 
Robinson’s New York 2140 and Nora K. 

Jemisin’s Emergency Skin 
Anna Gilarek, University of Kielce 

 
Countering Ecological Disasters: Plant Life and 

More-than-human Agency in Zainab 
Amadahy’s Resistance 

Paula Wieczorek, University of Rzeszów 

Panel 2 
American Spaces 1 

Chair: Patrycja Austin 
 
“…a motley parade approaching from the south”: 
Karen Tei Yamashita’s Tropic of Orange revisited 

Dominika Ferens, University of Wrocław 
 

New England Decadence in Pembroke by Mary E. 
Wilkins Freeman 

Marek Wilczyński, University of Warsaw 
 

Panel 3 
Reinventing Generic Genre 

Chair: Marek Paryż 
 

Women in the New American Crime Drama, 
2018-2021: The Reinvention of the Generic 

Formula 
Zbigniew Mazur, UMCS, Lublin 

 
Crime in the American South: Karin 

Slaughter’s Blindsighted as a rural noir 
Małgorzata Martynuska, University of 

Rzeszów 
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It Gets Darker and Darker in Paradise: Pain and 
Suffering in the Face of the Apocalypse in 

Stephen King’s The Stand (1978) and Duma 
Key (2008) 

Patrycja Roguska, University of Warsaw 

“In all lands alien. Nowhere a citizen.”– The 
notions of home in American contemporary 

literature” 
Grażyna Zygadło, University of Łódź 

 

Crisis in Digital: Limits of Storytelling in 
Games 

Eleonora Imbierowicz, University of 
Wrocław 

 
Break 15:30-16:00 

16:00-17:30  Session 2   
Panel 4 

Disillusionment and Dystopia 
Chair: Elżbieta Rokosz 

 
Old hopes turned into darkness: Elizabeth Bear’s 

Carnival as a dystopian matriarchy of the 21st 
century 

Magdalena Dziurzyńska, University of 
Wrocław 

 
The Evasive Horror of Modern American 

(Political) Identity: Using Heart of Darkness to 
Locate the Source of Disillusionment in Post-

Trump America 
Niall Walsh, Texas State University 

 
Disillusionment of American Dream: Precarity 

and Predicament of Immigration Policies 
Tasha Agarwal, Ambedkar University Delhi 

 

Panel 5 
American Spaces 2 

Chair: Patrycja Austin 
 

One old Adam and two Eves: Henry James hits 
Gotham in the early 20th century 

Mirosława Buchholtz, Nicolaus Copernicus 
University in Toruń 

 
Between Nature and Civilization(s): American 

Wilderness as a Eurocentric Cultural Construct in 
Tony Morrison’s A Mercy 

Natalia Vysotska, Kyiv National Linguistic 
University 

 
New Darkness and Old Hopes in McCarthy's No 

Country for Old Men 
Iryna Kachur, Borys Grinchenko Kyiv 

University 

Panel 6 
The Concept of American Dream 

Chair: Małgorzata Martynuska 
 

Red and Green, White and Blue, Black and 
Pink, or, The Colours of the American Dream 

in Squid Game (2021) 
Anna Krawczyk-Łaskarzewska, UWM, 

Olsztyn  
 

No thanks!  No giving! - The Myth of 
Thanksgiving Story Challenged 

Elżbieta Wilczyńska, AMU Poznań 
 

Paradise Lost: The American Dream and 
Anomie in Stephen Wright's Going Native 

(1994) 
Roman Vasylenko, University of Warsaw 

 Break 17:30-18:00 
18:00 PAAS Meeting (open to all PAAS members) 
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Friday, December 10 
 

9:00 – 10:00 
Keynote Lecture 2  

 
The Land of the Free - Debt Cancellation, Sabbath and Sin 

Simon Perry, Robinson College, Cambridge 
Chair: Patrycja Austin 

 
10:00-10:30 Break 

 
10:30-12:00   Session 3   

Panel 7 
John Steinbeck: A Reassessment in  a Time 

of Crisis and Disillusionment 
Chair:  Elżbieta Rokosz 

 
Steinbeck’s Animal Others: between 

Convention and Realism 
Justyna Włodarczyk, University of Warsaw 

 
Savoring Suspension: Between Presence and 

Meaning in John Steinbeck’s The Log from the 
Sea of Cortez 

Tomasz Sawczuk, University of Białystok 
 

The Revision of the Agrarian Myth in East of 
Eden 

Marek Paryż, University of Warsaw 
 

 

Panel 8 
The Concept of Paradise  

Chair: Patrycja Austin 
 

American Dream Undreamed: Revision of 
Immigrant Fiction Patterns in My New American 

Life by Francine Prose  
Marta Koval, University of Gdańsk 

 
Paradise Lost and Paradise Denied – Historical 

Trauma in David Treuer’s Prudence 
Agnieszka Gondor-Wiercioch, Jagiellonian 

University 
 

When the Promised Land means Desolation – Luis 
Alberto Urrea’s The Devil’s Highway: A True 

Story 
Ewelina Bańka, The John Paul II Catholic 

University of Lublin 

Panel 9 
Queered Identities 

Chair: Marek Wilczyński  
 

Jackie Ess’s Darryl and the Queered 
Mainstream 

Tomasz Basiuk, University of Warsaw 
 

Ideals and Disillusionments. History, 
Queerness, and Solidarity in American Young 

Adult Fiction 
Mateusz Świetlicki, University of Wrocław 

 
The Garden of Eden, queered. Paradise in Lil 
Nas X’s MONTERO (Call Me By Your Name) 

(2021) 
Jacqueline Victoria Woroniec, University of 

Szczecin 

12:00 – 12:30 Break 
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12:30-14:00   Session 4   
Panel 10 

Steinbeck’s Reappraisal in the 21st century 
Chair: Elżbieta Rokosz 

 
The Grapes of Wrath: Tender Narrator in 

Action 
Elżbieta Horodyska, University of Warsaw 

 
Discourses of Degeneration and Eugenics in 

John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men 
Ewa Łuczak, University of Warsaw 

 
'Should men be better? Should the world be 
changed?’ Deliberating the Trappings of the 

American Dream and the Dispossessed vis -a- 
vis My Antonia and The Grapes of Wrath 
Shivani Jha, University of Delhi, India 

Panel 11 
Alternative Views and Emotional Encounters 

Chair: Paula Wieczorek 
 

Verticality of the Possible: Modal Explorations 
and Alternative Views of America in Colson 

Whitehead’s The Intuitionist 
Arkadiusz Misztal,  University of Gdańsk 

 
Emoting the Energetic Past: Situating Solastalgia 

in U.S. Nuclear Fiction 
Inna Häkkinen, University of Helsinki 

 
Affect Theory, American Values and Care: 

Reflections on a Dark Side of Contemporary 
American Critical Theory and Social Studies 

Justyna Wierzchowska, University of Warsaw 

Panel 12 
Paradoxes of Paradise: Boredom in the 

21st century 
Chair: Małgorzata Martynuska 

 
Boredom, Overstimulation, and the Loss of 

Meaning in 21st-century Teen Dramas 
Anna Pochmara, University of Warsaw 

 
The UnBearable Lightness of (Binge) 
Watching: Audiovisual Boredom as 

Stimulation 
Beata Zawadka, University of Szczecin 

 
Oprah, Meghan, Harry, Pseudo-Events, and a 

Quick Fix to Boredom 
Łukasz Muniowski, University of Szczecin 

 
14:00-14:30 Break 

 
14:30-16:00   Session 5  

Panel 13 
America’s Colors 

Chair: Paula Wieczorek 
 

Towards the Transformation of Whiteness and 
the White Centered National Narrative in 

Maxine Hong Kingston’s The Fifth Book of 
Peace 

Klara Szmańko, University of Opole 
 

Panel 14 
Aesthetic Projects: Arts and Comics 

Chair: Sławomir Kozioł 
 

A Polish Alien in New York: Convergence of 
Idea, Place and Feeling in Tadeusz Mysłowski’s 

Art and Thought 
Edyta Frelik, UMCS, Lublin 

Dream for some men, trauma for others post-
memory traces in the representation of African -

Panel 15 
Shaping America  

Chair: Małgorzata Martynuska 
 

Working Towards a Just Society: The 
Contemporary U.S. Reparations Movement 

Aneta Dybska, University of Warsaw 
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Re-memory in Toni Morrison’s A Mercy: 
Subverting the American metanarrative 

Shruti Das, Berhampur University, India 
 
 

American figure in Lorna Simpsons selected 
artworks 

Małgorzata Miłek Zwardoń, Idependent Scholar 
 

Guardians of the Unknown: Comic Book 
Representations of the Invisible Police Power in 

the US 
Ibrahim Mertcan Alcinkaya, University of 

Warsaw 

Maintaining a Dialogue in a Divided Nation: 
Selected Comedians’ Reaction to President 

Trump 
Tomasz Jacheć, UWM Olsztyn 

 
The US's withdrawal from its hegemonic 

position in Europe and Afghanistan and its 
possible consequences for global security. 

Adam Kuź, The Kazimierz Wielki 
University, Bydgoszcz 

 
16:00-17.00 Break 

17.00-18.00 
Keynote Presentation 3 

 
"REIGN OF EMBERS Part II: American Night & Other Poems." 

 
Cecylia Woloch 

 Chair: Elżbieta Rokosz 
  

Closing of the conference 

  


