
PASS 2010 Annual Conference: American Diversity: Identities, Narratives, Politics
Wednesday, October 20

14:00 - Registration

15:30 Opening (Aula)
University of Lodz Conference Center

16:00 - 17:00
Keynote lecture: Ronnie D. Carter, Indiana University

"Seventy-Nine Years of Degree Work on American Studies in Poland"  (Aula)
Chair: Wiesław Oleksy

17:15 - 18:45

Panel 1
AMERICAN CULTURE
Room 1 
Chair: Michał Rozbicki

Panel 2
WOMEN & WRITING
Room 4 
Chair:  Jerzy Kutnik 

Panel 3
MEDIA TECHNOLOGIES
Room 3
Chair: Anna Krawczyk-Łaskarzewska

Marta Dębska, Jagiellonian University, Poland
From Mission to Consumerism: The Evolution of 
American National Identity

Paweł Dudziński, Univ. of Białystok, Poland
Simpleton as a Symbol of American je ne sais quoi, 
or a Quasi-National Icon

Aleksandra Mazur, Warsaw University, Poland
Shakespeare Through a Speech Bubble, or How the 
Bard Can(not) Be the Superhero of an American 
Comic Book

Dominika Ferens, Univ. of Wrocław, Poland
From Fieldwork to Fiction and Back Again: 
Autobiographical Fiction by American 
Anthropologists Margery Wolf, Edith Turner, and 
Rhoda Halperin

Joanna Stolarek, Univ. of Silesia, Poland
A Feminist Reading of Martin Amis’s Fiction

Magdalena Paluszkiewicz-Misiaczek, 
Jagiellonian University, Cracow, Poland
It is Not Easy to Be a Pioneer – Autobiography of 
Elizabeth Blackwell, the First Woman Physician in the 
USA 

Paweł Mieszkowski, Warsaw University, Poland
The New Media Aesthetics in Hoax Reality Shows

 Alicja Froń, Nauczycielskie Kolegium Języków 
Obcych, Cieszyn, Poland
Visualising Sensory Identities. Exploring Ways of 
Perception Among Two Small Communities in an Auto-
driven Photographic Project by Oneida and Polish 
Youth Conducted in 2007-2008

19:00 – 20:00 Dinner
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8:30 - 10:15

Thursday, October 21

Session 1

Panel 1
FILM AND GENDER 1
Room 1
Chair: Elżbieta Durys

Panel 2
MASCULINITY & VIOLENCE
Room 2 
Chair: Marek Wojtaszek

Panel 3
POLITICS 1
Room 3
Chair: Bohdan Szklarski

Panel 4
POSTCOLONIAL LITERARY 
NARRATIVES
Room 4
Chair: Dominika Ferens

Elżbieta Rokosz-Piejko, Univ. of  
Rzeszów, Poland
Illustrating Letters to God – Steven 
Spielberg’s The Color Purple Twenty Five 
Years After

Beata Zawadka, Univ. of Szczecin, 
Poland
Melodrama (Re)constructed. The Films by 
Douglas Sirk in the Context of Mass 
Camp

Justyna Fruzinska, Univ. of Lodz, 
Poland
“I Will Make a Man Out of You”: The 
Im(Possibility) of Female Individualism in 
Disney’s Animated Films 

Joel J. Janicki,  Soochow University
Wai Shuang Hsi, Taipei, Taiwan
Self-image and Masculinity in Military 
Memoirs of the Iraqi War   

Dorota Wiśniewska, Univ. of Lodz,  
Poland
Men, Women and Fame. Generating 
Serial Killers in American Pop Culture

Przemysław Michalski,  Pedagogical  
University, Cracow, Poland
The Theme of Violence in the Poetry of 
Theodore Roethke

Bryan Wesley Hall, University of  
Bucharest (Fulbright Scholar), Romania
Can American Foreign Policy Achieve 
Perpetual Peace?

Jeremy Wysakowski-Walters, Univ. 
of Lodz, Poland
Between Europe and America: Polish 
Choices for the 21st Century

Ewa Łuczak, Warsaw University, Poland
The Man Who Cried I Am in the 1960s: 
African American Writers in Exile and the 
Dilemmas of Humanism

Blanka Grzegorczyk,  Univ. of  
Wrocław, Poland
The Specter of Authenticity: Discourses 
of (Post)Colonialism in the African novels 
of Nancy Farmer

Łukasz Dębiec,  John Paul II Catholic  
University of Lublin, Poland
The Neo-Baroque Quest for Identity in 
Flannery O’Connor’s
The Artificial Nigger

10:15 - 10:30 Coffee break
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10:30 - 12:00

Thursday, October 21
Session 2

Panel 1
FILM AND GENDER 2
Room 1 
Chair: Ewa Hauser 

Panel 2
REPRESENTATIONS OF LATINOS
Room 4
Chair: Grażyna Zygadło

Panel 3
POLITICS 2
Room 3
Chair: Magdalena Marczuk-
Karbownik

Panel 4
REALMS OF MONSTROSITY
Room 2
 Chair Dorota Wiśniewska 

Elżbieta Durys, Univ. of Lodz, Poland
What to Do with Her? Female Law 
Enforcement Figures in American Cinema

Nina Czarnecka-Pałka, Univ. of Lodz, 
Poland
Looking for the Feminine Heroic

Małgorzata Martynuska, Univ. of  
Rzeszów, Poland
Masking of Identities: the Portrait of 
Femme Fatale in the American Film Noir

Katarzyna Nowak, Univ. of Wrocław, 
Poland
Construction of a Heterogeneous Subject: 
Maria Amparo Ruiz de Burton’s The 
Squatter and the Don

Anita Pasik, John Paul II Catholic  
University of Lublin, Poland
The Re-writing of Political and Cultural 
History of the Dominican Republic in the 
Novels by Julia Alvarez, Junot Díaz, and 
Angie Cruz

Anna Czyż, John Paul II Catholic  
University of Lublin, Poland
Big is beautiful. Opposing the Popular 
Body Image in Josefina Lopez’s Play Real  
Women Have Curves

Maja Sobotka, Univ. of Lodz, Poland
Latinization of Miami in CSI: Miami

Jeff Kleiman, University of Wisconsin-
Marshfield, USA
When Diversity Became Celebrated: 
Politics, the Cold War, and the Ideal of 
American Exceptionalism 1940 – 1960

Bohdan Szklarski, Warsaw University, 
Poland
Anti-establishment Sentiment – A 
Recurring Theme in American Politics

Paweł Laidler, Jagiellonian University,  
Poland
The Obama Administration’s Policy 
Towards the U.S. Supreme Court: 
Continuity or Change? 

 

Marek Wojtaszek, Univ. of Lodz, 
Poland
Bad Romance? Leibniz, Lady Gaga, and 
an Ethics of Non-relation

Małgorzata Miciuła, John Paul II  
Catholic University of Lublin, Poland
Invisible Eyes, Folded Identities: Vision 
and the Visual in William Gaddid’s The 
Recognitions

Agnieszka Matysiak, John Paul II  
Catholic University of Lublin, Poland
Unearthing the Formless Form: Sam 
Shepard’s Dealings with the Backstage in 
the NeoGothic Buried Child

12:00 - 12:45 Lunch

13:00 - 14:00

Keynote lecture: Jane Desmond, University of Illinois
“Soft Power at the Zoo: Soldiers as Humanitarians in Iraq and Afghanistan”

AULA A1 (1st floor), Faculty of Management, ul. Matejki 22/26
Chair: Wiesław Oleksy



PASS 2010 Annual Conference: American Diversity: Identities, Narratives, Politics

14:00 - 15:45

Thursday, October 21
Session 3

Panel 1 
NEW CONSTRUCTIONS OF 
ETHNICITY IN AMERICAN CINEMA 1
Room 1 
Chair: Andrzej Antoszek

Panel 2
JEWISH LITERATURE 1
Room 4
Chair: Paweł Laidler

Panel 3
POETRY 1
Room 3
Chair: Grzegorz Kość

Panel 4
NARRATIVES OF REVOLUTION
Room 2
Chair: Jeff Kleiman

Karolina Majkowska, John Paul II  
Catholic University of Lublin, Poland 
Cubawood, or Cubans in American 
Cinema

Ewa Antoszek,  Maria Curie-
Skłodowska University, Lublin, Poland
Homegirls in L.A.: Echo Park vs. 
Hollywood in Allison Anders’s Mi Vida 
Loca

Urszula Niewiadomska-Flis, John 
Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, 
Poland 
Ethnic Diaspora Through the Kitchen: 
Foodways in the Postcolonial Feminist 
Discourse of Gurinder Chadha’s What’s  
Cooking? 

Francesca de Lucia, Oxford University,  
UK
“An Abrupt Impression Of Familiarity”: 
The Projection Of Ethnic Identity in the 
Work of Arthur Miller 

Dominika Bugno, John Paul II Catholic  
University of Lublin, Poland
American Narrative of the Return to the 
“peripheries” in Bernard Malamud’s 
Pictures of Fidelman and Alejo 
Carpentier’s Concierto Barroco

Anna Chrzanowiecka, Univ. of  
Gdańsk, Poland
Racial Transgression in Philip Roth’s The 
Human Stain

Paulina Ambroży-Lis, Adam Mickiewicz 
University, Poznań, Poland
“Alma entre dos mundos”: Spatial 
Metaphors in the Poetry of Lorna Dee 
Cervantes

Jerzy Kamionowski, Univ. of Białystok,  
Poland
“We survive on patches…” Quilting , 
Survival, and Black Women’s Identity in 
Nikki Giovanni’s Poetry 

Marta Kmiecik, Univ. of Lodz, Poland
Song of the Andoumboulou – Nathaniel 
Mackey’s “telling inarticulacies”

Michal Jan Rozbicki, Saint Louis 
University, USA
Fiction and Reality: Struggles over the 
Narrative of the American Revolution

Magdalena Marczuk-Karbownik, 
Univ. of Lodz, Poland
Life of Massachusetts Colony as Reflected 
in the Diary of John Adams

Mário Alves, Univ. of Lisbon, Portugal
Convergence of Visions in the Founding 
of a Nation: Benjamin Franklin and 
Thomas Jefferson – The Power of 
Autobiography 

15:45 - 16:00 Coffee break
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16:00 - 17:45

Thursday, October 21
Session 4

Panel 1
NEW CONSTRUCTIONS OF 
ETHNICITY IN AMERICAN CINEMA 2
Room 1 
Chair: Urszula Niewiadomska-Flis

Panel 2
JEWISH LITERATURE 2
Room 4 
Chair: Agnieszka Graff

Panel 3
POETRY 2
Room 3
Chair: Jerzy Kamionowski

Panel 4
URBAN IDENTITIES
Room 2 
Chair: Marek Wilczyński

Andrzej Antoszek,  John Paul II  
Catholic University of Lublin, Poland
Zbigniew Mazur, Maria Curie-
Skłodowska University, Lublin, Poland
(Mis) – Represented Identities? ‘Poles’ in 
Contemporary American Films and TV 
Series 

Piotr Szczypa, Maria Curie-Skłodowska 
University, Lublin, Poland
Illegal Aliens. The Representation of Irish 
Immigrants in Action Thriller Movies of 
the 1990s

Anna Różycka, Univ. of Lodz, Poland
Crash by Paul Haggis as a Representation 
of Racial Tensions in Today's America

Mercedes Peñalba, Univ. of  
Salamanca, Spain
Beyond the Threshold: Cross-cultural 
Intertexts in Cynthia Ozick’s The Shawl

Brygida Gasztold, Technical University  
of Koszalin, Poland
The Voice of Jewish Immigrant 
Daughters: Anzia Yezierska’s Bread 
Givers

Katarzyna Kuczma, Adam Mickiewicz 
University, Poznań, Poland
Inventing the Narrative in Paul Auster’s 
Invisible 

Cinzia Biagiotti, Univ. of Pisa, Italy
Heading Upstream: Raymond Carver’s 
Poetry

Grzegorz Kość, Univ. of Lodz, Poland
Robert Frost’s Traitors and Quislings

Heather Wright, Wittenberg University,  
Springfield and Univ. of Lodz, Poland
The Fantasy of Liberation: Politics, 
Pornography, and Women’s Lives in 
Running Dog

Justyna Kociatkiewicz, Univ. of  
Wrocław, Poland
The Variety of American Experience: Don 
DeLillo’s (Re)Presentation of American 
Identitites in Underworld 

Maciej Masłowski, Univ. of Wrocław, 
Poland
American danse macabre. On Crowds in 
Don DeLillo’s late fiction 

Aneta Dybska, Warsaw University,  
Poland
Gentrification and American Dreams

18:00 - 19:00 Dinner

19:00 – 20:30 PAAS meeting (Aula)
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9:00 - 10:45

Friday, October 22
 Session 1

Panel 1
NEGOTIATING CONTEMPORARY IDENTITIES 1
Room 1
Chair: Zuzanna Ładyga

Panel 2
TECHNOLOGIES
Room 4 
Chair: Paweł Frelik

Panel 3
MEDIA & POLITICS 
Room 3 
Chair: Aleksandra Różalska 

Tomasz Basiuk, Warsaw University, Poland
Queer Humor in the Post Coming-Out Age. David 
Sedaris’ Performance of Gender, Sexuality and the 
Family Romance

Agnieszka Graff, Warsaw University, Poland
Bitchy Deadly Queer – Femininity as Gothic Camp in 
Maysles Brothers’ Grey Gardens and Krzysztof 
Warlikowski’s Tramway

Karolina Krasuska, Warsaw University, Poland
T Cooper’s Lipshitz’s Six or Two Angry Blondes and 
Queer History

Anna Krawczyk-Łaskarzewska, Univ. of Warmia 
and Mazury, Olsztyn, Poland
In the Land of Ghost-signs, or William Gibson’s Spook 
Country 

Wojciech Majka, Pedagogical University, Cracow, 
Poland
Technology and Its Discontents 

Anna Gilarek, Maria Curie-Skłodowska University,  
Lublin, Poland
Different Feminist Approaches to Reproductive 
Technologies –Biopolitics in Feminist Speculative 
Fiction 

Agnieszka Kotwasińska, Warsaw University, 
Poland
Terrorism as the New Foucauldian Plague in Nine Inch 
Nails’ ARG (Alternative
Reality Game) Year Zero

John Drabble, Kadir Has University, Istanbul, Turkey 
and Univ. of California, Berkeley, USA
An Analysis of the FBI’s Campaign to Discredit the 
‘Cowardly Jackals’ of the Ku Klux Klan, 1964-1971

John Sumser, California State University, Stanislaus,
Turlock, USA and Charles University, Prague, Czech 
Republic
Negotiating Elusive Identities:  “Real Americans” and 
Other Political Fictions

Anna Bendrat, Maria Curie-Skłodowska University,  
Lublin, Poland
President Goes to Hollywood: Popular Culture 
Depictions of the White House World 

Marcin Dudek, Univ. of Lodz, Poland
The Influence of International Security Assistance 
Force Censorship on US Media

10:45 - 11:00 Coffee break
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11:00 - 12:45

Friday, October 22
Session 2

Panel 1
NEGOTIATING CONTEMPORARY IDENTITIES 2
Room 1
Chair: Tomasz Basiuk

Panel 2
NARRATIVES OF IDENTITY
Room 3
Chair: Patrycja Antoszek

Panel 3
DISCOURSES OF BLACKNESS
Room 4
Chair: Ewa Łuczak 

Zuzanna Ładyga,  Warsaw University, Poland
Tracing the Subaltern: Representations of Postcolonial 
Subjectivity in Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak’s Translation 
of Mahasweta Devi’s Fiction

Krystyna Mazur, Warsaw University, Poland
The Watermelon Woman and Black Queer Cinema

Anna Pochmara and Justyna Wierzchowska, 
Warsaw University, Poland
Gangsta Divas: Black Camp Aesthetics in Contemporary 
Popular Culture

Marta Koval, Lviv Regional Institute of Public  
Administration, Ukraine 
“We search the past … for our own lost selves”: Micro- 
and Macrohistorical Dimensions of Art and Identity 
Quest in R. Powers' Novel Three Farmers on Their 
Way to a Dance

Kamil Rusiłowicz, John Paul II Catholic University of  
Lublin, Poland
Spaces, Surfaces, Selves: Performing Identity in 
Jennifer Egan’s Look at Me

Katarzyna Czerwiec-Dykiel, Maria Curie-
Skłodowska University, Lublin, Poland
Experiencing a Place. Discovering Oneself.  A Study of 
Land and Identity in Barbara Kingsolver’s Prodigal  
Summer

Olatunde Adeleke, Iowa State University, USA
Black Essentialism and the Challenges of Cultural 
Pluralism/Multiculturalism in America 

Kirk S. Palmer, Univ. of Białystok, Poland 
Applying Blackface: Defining “the Negro” in Early 
America 

Grzegorz Welizarowicz, Univ. of Gdańsk, Poland
Richard Montoya's Anthems – a Mestizo play on black 
America

Tomasz Jacheć, Lingo School, Pasłęk
Jay Leno’s 10@10 with Michael Jordan: Can Superman 
Still Fly?

12:45 - 13:45 Lunch

14:00 - 15:00

Keynote lecture Elsa Barkley Brown, University of Maryland
“Narratives of Identity and Citizenship: Reading the Black Female Body

across the Twentieth Century” (Aula)
Chair: Elżbieta H. Oleksy
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15:00 - 16:45

Friday, October 22
Session 3

Panel 1
RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES
Room 3
Chair: Joel J. Janicki,  

Panel 2
NARRATIVES OF VIOLENCE
Room 1
Chair: Dorota Golańska

Panel 3
ETHNIC IDENTITY NARRATIVES 1
Room 4
Chair: Ewa Hauser 

Elizabeth  Hinson-Hasty,  Bellarmine  University,  
Louisville, USA
Religious Communities and Moral Discernment in the 
U.S. Today

Paulina Napierala, Jagiellonian University, Cracow, 
Poland
Religious Media in the Era of Post-secularism: 
Popularization of the Ideas of Protestant 
Fundamentalism in American Pop-Culture

Andrea Borella, Univ. of Turin, Italy
The Amish: the Peculiar Identity of an American 
Community

Antoni Górny, 
“The end is extremely f***ing nigh”: Nights and Days 
of the Dead 28 Days Later

Piotr Puławski, Univ. of Lodz, Poland
Desperate Housewives as a Spectacle of Violence in the 
American Suburbia

Małgorzata Rutkowska, Maria Curie-Skłodowska 
University, Lublin, Poland
Travel, Loss and Identity in Rattawut Lapcharoensap’s 
Short Stories

Lee Kun Jong, Korea University, South Korea
Korean Military Wives as the Godmothers of Korean 
Immigration to the U.S.: Ishle Yi Park’s The 
Temperature of This Water

Janna Wanagas, Leibniz University, Hannover,  
Germany
“being washed to shore”: War, Words, and Water as 
Ghostly Presences in lê’s The Gangster We Are All  
Looking For

16:45 - 17:00 Coffee break
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17:00 - 18:45

Friday, October 22
Session 4

Panel 1
EXPERIMENTAL ARTS
Room 1
Chair: Heather Wright

Panel 2
MULTICULTURALISM
Room 4
Chair: Krystyna Mazur 

Panel 3
ETHNIC IDENTITY NARRATIVES 2
Room 3 
Chair: Francesca de Lucia

SANGJUN JEONG, Seoul National University, South Korea
Exploring Emancipatory Popular Culture: Browne and 
Kellner

Małgorzata Chrzan, Wyższa Szkoła Gospodarki,
Bydgoszcz, Poland
Identity Tactics in the Early Plays of Adrienne Kennedy

Julia Nikiel, Maria Curie-Skłodowska University,  
Lublin, Poland
The Centrifugal Age – Literary Movements of Avant Pop, 
Slipstream and Bizarro

Jacek  Dal, Wyższa  Szkoła  Finansów  i  Zarządzania,  
Białystok, Poland
The Poetics of Diversity, Divergence or Diversion? 
Language Writing in America

Marina Pereverzeva, P. I. Tchaikovsky Conservatory,  
Moscow, Russia
Multiculturalism of American Music as Basis of the 
National Composers’ School 

Emilia Świętochowska, Jagiellonian University,  
Cracow, Poland
Race, Ethnicity, and Welfare. How Does Diversity 
Challenge Redistribution and Social Solidarity in the US?

Inna  Sukhenko,  Dnipropetrovsk  National  
University, Ukraine
Ecocriticism: American Origin/International Vision

Kaja Zapędowska, Univ. of Lodz, Poland
Is America Facing the Crisis of Caregiving? The Policy of 
Aging Today and in the Past

Manlio Della Marca, Univ. of Rome, Italy
Native American Reactions to America: William Apess 
and Leslie Marmon Silko 

Daniella N.Mak, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, USA
Narrating “Nation”? Angolan Refugees in the United 
States in a Post-Civil War Context

19:30 – 22:00 Reception


