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Stefan L. Brandt is Professor of American Studies at the University of Graz and for-
mer President of the Austrian Association for American Studies. A er receiving his 
PhD and Venia Legendi at Freie Universität Berlin, he became a liated with vari-
ous universities in Germany, Austria, Italy, the Netherlands, Canada, and the United 
States. Brandt has talked and published on a wide range of topics within the inter-
disciplinary elds of American Popular Culture, Gender eory, and Transnational 
American Studies. He has published three monographs: Männerblicke [Male Gazes] 
(1999), Inszenierte Männlichkeit [Staged Masculinity] (2007), e Culture of Corpore-
ality (2007), and four anthologies: Douglas Sirk’s Imitation of Life (1999), Transnation-
al American Studies (with Winfried Fluck and Ingrid aler; 2007), Making National 
Bodies (with Astrid M. Fellner; 2010), and Transcultural Spaces (with Winfried Fluck 
and Frank Mehring; 2010). Two volumes titled Space Oddities (with Michael Fuchs 
and Susanne Hamscha) and Fantastic Cities (with Michael Fuchs and Stefan Rabitsch) 
are forthcoming. [stefan.brandt@uni-graz.at]

Michał Choiński is Assistant Professor in the Institute of English Studies at the Jagi-
ellonian University. His research focuses on the colonial preaching tradition, the US 
presidential oratory, as well as the grotesque in Southern literature. He is the author of 
Rhetoric of the Revival: the Language of the Great Awakening Preachers (2016). 
[michalchoinski@gmail.com]

Olga Korytowska graduated from the American Studies Center at the University of 
Warsaw. Currently, she is a Ph.D. student at the Graduate School for Social Research 
in Warsaw. She is the laureate of the 2015 PAAS Award for the Best M.A. esis.
[olga.korytowska@gmail.com]

Sabrina Mittermeier, M.A. has been a PhD candidate at the Ludwig-Maximil-
ians-University in Munich since 2014, working on a dissertation concerning Disn-
eyland and its changes in di erent cultural contexts and over the last 60 years. Her 
research interests include American popular culture (with a focus on TV and lm 
since 1980), as well as American religions and of course, theme park studies. She 
further works as a research assistant for the project “‘Here You Leave Today’: Aesthet-
ic Proper Times in eme Parks” funded by the German Research Foundation and 
based at the Johannes-Gutenberg-University Mainz.[Sabrina.Mittermeier@pecess.de] 
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Łukasz Muniowski is a doctoral student at the Institute of English Studies, University 
of Warsaw. His research interests include the work of Hubert Selby and Jack Ker-
ouac, graphic novels, American sports. He is working on a doctoral thesis tentative-
ly titled “ e Tools of the Weak: e Transgressive Literary Art of Hubert Selby Jr.” 
[lukaszmuniowski@o2.pl]

Marek Paryż is Associate Professor and Chair of the Section of American Literature 
at the Institute of English Studies, University of Warsaw. He is the chief editor of the 
Polish Journal for American Studies and senior editor for literature and culture of the 
European Journal of American Studies. He co-edits (with Ewa Łuczak) a series of com-
panions to major American writers for the University of Warsaw Press and has pre-
pared volumes on Don DeLillo (2012), Cormac McCarthy (2014) and the Beat writers 
(forthcoming 2016) for the series. His recent book publications include Przestrzenie 
kanonu. Szkice o prozie amerykańskiej od lat 40. XX wieku do czasów najnowszych 
(Spaces of the Canon: Essays on American Fiction from the 1940s till the Present; 2015) 
and a co-edited volume of essays e Post-2000 Film Western: Contexts, Transnation-
ality, Hybridity (2015). [m.a.paryz@uw.edu.pl]

Joanna Perzyna holds a double MA from the University of Warsaw: in Spanish and 
in American Studies. Currently, she is a postgraduate student at the Center for East 
European Studies, University of Warsaw, and a doctoral student at the Institute of En-
glish Studies, University of Warsaw. Her doctoral project will focus on the TV series 
Bonanza. [j.perzyna1@gmail.com]

Alicja Piechucka is Assistant Professor in the Unit of American Literature at the 
University of Łódź. Her doctoral thesis was on T. S. Eliot’s poetry. Her academic 
interests include American modernist poetry and contemporary American prose. 
Much of her research focuses on comparative studies of American and French lit-
erature. She is also interested in the visual arts and American visual culture. She 
teaches, among others, courses in American literature and American painting. A lit-
erary critic, she has been a regular contributor to Nowe Książki and Tygiel Kultury.  
[alicja.piechucka@uni.lodz.pl]

Małgorzata Rutkowska holds a PhD in Literary Studies and works as Assistant Pro-
fessor at the Department of English, Maria Curie Skłodowska University in Lublin. 
Her research interests include British and American travel writing in the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries, Animal Studies and representations of human-animal bond 
in literature. She is the author of In Search of America: e Image of the United States 
in Travel Writing of the 1980s and 1990s (2006), a study which examines generic con-
ventions in contemporary travel books and analyzes the way travel writers construct 
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the provincial America. She is currently working on a book devoted to representa-
tions of domestic animals in American pet memoirs and recent American ction.  
[ma.rutkowska@gmail.com]

Marta Rzepecka is a lecturer at the University of Rzeszów. Her main research interest 
has been the American presidency, especially in the twentieth century, and foreign 
policy. She is an author of publications on the presidential rhetoric of anti-Commu-
nism and anti-terrorism. [americana2180@wp.pl]

Paweł Stachura teaches at the Faculty of English, Adam Mickiewicz University in 
Poznań. His Ph.D. dissertation concerned geographical writings and ctional de-
scriptions of the American frontier in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. He 
has published mostly on the ction and poetry of the American Renaissance and on 
science ction. He has recently published e American Baroque (2013), a book on 
visual imagery in pop literature between 1865 and 1965. [pawels@wa.amu.edu.pl]

Grzegorz Welizarowicz is an Assistant Professor at the Institute of English and 
American Studies, University of Gdańsk. He teaches courses in American culture and 
literature. His research concentrates on Latino/a and Black cultural production, as 
well as on the history of American Borderlands. He is currently working on a book 
project tentatively titled “Real and Imaginary Landscapes of Culture Clash: Cognitive 
Cartography of California Chicano eater” in which he explores the intersection 
of landscape and epistemology in such discourses as mission museums, the myth of 
mission pastoral, and plays by contemporary Chicano and Black theater artists from 
California. Other interests include: cognitive theory, history of American ideas, New 
Racial Studies, Genocide Studies, and others. [grzegorz.welizarowicz@ug.edu.pl]




