Americascapes: Americans in/and their Diverse Sceneries

Annual Conference of Polish Association for American Studies

Puławy, October 17-19, 2012
Wednesday, October 17
9:00 – 10:00 – registration

10:00 – 10:30 – opening

10:30 – 11:30
Keynote Address
Simon J. Ortiz
11:30 – 12:00 – coffee break

12:15 – 13:15
Session 1 (Room I, chair: to be announced)

Paulina Ambroży 

Auroras of Nothing: Wallace Stevens's and Mark Rothko's Representations of the Sublime

Filip Lipiński 

Re-emergencies: the Afterlife of 19th. American Landscape Imagery in Contemporary Art and Visual Culture.
Session 2 (Room II, chair: to be announced)

Grzegorz Kość

 Robert Frost's Obelisks: Shapes of Resistance Against Emersonian Fate
Justyna Fruzinska 

Visions of the Transparent Eye-Ball: Individualism, Landscape and Imperialism 

Session 3 (Room III, chair: to be announced)

Karl Wood 

Growing Diversity in Chicago Suburbs: Myth or Reality?

Michał Różycki 

FEMA Bases and Area 51: Monuments of the (un)Patriotic?

13:30 – 14:45 – lunch
15:00 – 16:30
Session 4 (Room I, chair: to be announced)

Olga Grądziel 

A past merely imagined – on the functions and significance of medievalising architecture in the United States of the late 19th and early 20th century

Serban Vaetisi 

American Cityscape as a result of Anti-urban Theories and Practices 

Ann Hetzel Gunkel 

Reading the Miniature American Cityscape: Anti-urbanism in the Christmas Village

Session 5 (Room II, chair: to be announced)

Tomasz Basiuk 

What Is Scenery and Why Is It Talking Back To Me? The Grotesque in E.A. Poe’s The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym as read by Toni Morrison

Ewa Klęczaj-Siara 

„Black love is black wealth” – the images of the black home in Nikki Giovanni’s poems “Nikki-Rosa” and “Knoxville, Tennessee.”

Yuri Stulov 

City-Scape in Contemporary African American Urban Novel
Session 6 (Room III, chair: to be announced)

Zuzanna Ładyga 

Customers Who Bought this Item Also Bought...: Literary Production in the Era of Globalization

Krystyna Mazur 

The Frame and the Filmscape in the Work of Experimental Women Filmmakers

Agnieszka Matysiak 

Staging the limits of the theatre–space: Richard Foreman’s (Neo)Baroque vision of spectacle in Panic! (How to Be Happy!).
16:30 – 16:45 – coffee break
16:45 – 18:15 
Session 7 (Room I, chair: to be announced)
Maciej  Masłowski 

“A City of Stunned Flesh”: Notes on the Body and the City in Don DeLillo’s Cosmopolis

Matthew Sweney 

Here in My Car: The American landscape through the windshields of Jack Kerouac’s On the Road and Don DeLillo’s Cosmopolis
Justyna Kociatkiewicz 

Postcards from America: Landscape, Cityscape, Mindscape and Narrative in Don DeLillo’s Libra    

Session 8 (Room II, chair: to be announced)

Katarzyna Czerwiec-Dykiel 

“Burning the corset and starting over” - a promise of a new life in a new place in Barbara Kinsolver's The Bean Trees. 

Katarzyna Kuczma 

Projection on/of a Scenery – Memoir as a Spatial Genre on the American Literary Landscape

Robert Sikora 

Between the room and the wilderness: the folded landscapes of Paul Auster's narratives of crisis

Session 9 (Room III, chair: to be announced)

Arkadiusz Misztal 
Delineating Pynchon's timescapes: time and photography in Against the Day
Agnieszka Puchalska 
Influences of media and consumerism on collective and individual perception in Don DeLillo’s White Noise and writing of Walter Benjamin, Theodor Adorno and Jean Baudrillard
Marcin Jauksz 
From Paris – through Korfu – up to Big Sur. Henry Miller’s nightmarish American landscapes as the realms of self-invention
18:30 – 19:30 - supper

Thursday, October 18
9:00 – 10:00 

Plenary Speaker I
David R. Castillo
Baroque Landscapes: The Spectacle of America
10:00 – 10:30  - coffee break
10:30-12:30 - guided tour of the Sybilla garden
12:30- 14:00  - lunch

14:00-15:00 

Plenary Speaker II
Tadeusz Rachwał

From Cole’s Nature to Sheeler’s Factory; 
or on the Diminution of Man in Some American Spaces
15:15 – 16:45
Session 10 (Room I, chair: to be announced)

Joseph Kuhn 
Robert Penn Warren’s All the King’s Men: Baroque Scene and Political Modernity in the New South

Małgorzata Szubartowska 
America in Ruins: Visual Imagery and Social Landscapes in Selected Works by Cormac McCarthy
Kamil Rusiłowicz 
The House that Gaston Built: A Reading in B(achelard)-Minor
Session 11 (Room II, chair: to be announced)
Francesca de Lucia 
From the Abruzzi to Los Angeles, via the Midwest: (Italian) Americascapes in John Fante's Fiction

Jacek Partyka 
The Fusion of Landscapes in Cynthia Ozick’s Holocaust Fiction

Karolina Majkowska 
Science-fiction spaces in works by Junot Diaz.
Session 12 (Room III, chair: to be announced)

Justyna Sierakowska 
Visions of ecofeminist cities in Marge Piercy’s He She and It and Starhawk’s The Fifth Sacred Thing

Piotr Zazula   
The Necessity of the Wilderness: Gary Snyder’s Environmentalism in the Context of Neo-Aristotelian Thought

Małgorzata Rutkowska 
“Something like dog-vision”: Reading the city and wilderness in recent American dog memoirs. 

16:45- 17:00 coffee break
17:00-18:30 
Session 13 (Room I, chair: to be announced)
Paweł Frelik 

The Frenzy of the Visible – Spatial Storytelling in Contemporary Hollywood 

David J. Gunkel 

Terra Nova 2.0: New Worlds, Frontier, and the  Digital Gamescape

Anna Krawczyk-Łaskarzewska 

Dark Skies, or the Ultimate American Dreamscape
Session 14 (Room II, chair: to be announced)
Aleksandra M. Różalska 
Post-9/11 Television Landscapes: Gendered Narratives of the War on Terror in TV Series 
Anna Porębska 
Specelessness limited: translocation of spaces after the attacks of 9/11
Dorota Golańska 
The Landscapes of Affect: Post-Deconstructionist Perspective on the 9/11 Memorial in New York City

Session 15 (Room III, chair: to be announced)

Urszula Niewiadomska-Flis

 Carla Trujillo’s What Night Brings on the Foodscape of Latino/a Literary and Cultural Studies
Anita Pasik 

The representation of the urban ghetto in Angie Cruz’s “Let It Rain Coffee” and “Soledad” and “Vida” by Patricia Engel
Ewa Antoszek 

Constructing Nomadic Identities – The Role(s) of the Border in Contemporary Chicana Literature
18:45-19:45 
PAAS Plenary Meeting

20:00- 22:00 – conference reception
Friday, October 19
9:00 – 10:00 
Plenary Speaker III
Ewa B. Łuczak

Eugenics and Wilderness: 

Reconstructing American Habitat in Nature and Culture 1900-1941
10:15 – 11:45
Session 16 (Room I, chair: to be announced)
Robert Westerfelhaus,  Amanda L. Henley 

Consensus, Collaboration, and Community: Barack Obama’s Reinvention of America’s International Image through His Use of the Feminine Rhetorical Style

Bohdan Szklarski 

Public spaces – religious symbols:  a never-ending controversy

Justyna Włodarczyk 

Becoming Famous in Rural Arkansas: The Duggar Family’s Extreme Makeover on TLC’s show 19 Kids and Counting
Session 17 (Room II, chair: to be announced)
Aneta Dybska 

Spatial Justice in Sarah Schulman’s Selected New York Novels 

Justyna Janusz 

‘Are you really going to let one little decomposing body get in the way?’: Dead bodies and city space in Bones

Izabela Kimak 

Cityscapes/Bodyscapes/Artscapes: New York and Its People in Meena Alexander’s Manhattan Music
Session 18 (Room III, chair: to be announced)
Beata Zawadka 

Images do What Words Cannot: True Blood as a Dixified Americascape

Brad Vice 

Barry Hannah: Elder Modernist in the Postmodern Landscape?

Ewa Fiutka 

To humanize architecture: Frank Lloyd Wright’s concept of home in T.C. Boyle’s The Women.

11:45 – 12:15 - coffee
12:15 – 13:45

Session 19 (Room I, chair: to be announced)
Marek Paryż 

The Construction of Pastoral Space in Sam Peckinpah’s Western Film The Ballad of Cable Hogue

Joel J. Janicki 
Buffalo Blues:  Animality and the Frontier Landscape of Francis Parkman’s The Oregon Trail

Session 20 (Room II, chair: to be announced)
Agnieszka Gondor-Wiercioch 
Exterior and Interior Landcapes in Leslie Marmon Silko’s Gardens in the Dunes
Klara Szmańko 
Oxymoronic and Demonic Whiteness in Maxine Hong Kingston’s China Men
Dominika Ferens 
Islands vs. the Continental United States: Playing with the Bigness of their Littleness

Session 21 (Room III, chair: to be announced)
Jerzy Kamionowski 
Homeward Dove: Nomadism, World-Travelling, and Rita Dove's Homecoming(s)
Małgorzata Poks 
“Why I Have a Wet Footprint on Top of My Mind”. The World, the Text, and the Subject in Thomas Merton’s Geography of Lograire
Kacper Bartczak 
Wallace Stevens's landscapes of nothingness as acts of poetic faith.

14:00-14:15 Conference Closing

