Call for Papers

University of Social Sciences, Warsaw, Poland

24 May 2013

[image: image1.png]Rage, Rebellion, Revolution:

Different Faces of Social Protest in Literature and Culture




The order of the world has always been the outcome of various tensions, ideally followed by agreements. Oscar Wilde argued: "Disobedience, in the eyes of anyone who has read history, is man's original virtue. It is through disobedience that progress has been made, through disobedience and through rebellion." (The Soul of Man Under Socialism, 1891). Forms of opposition can range from extremely violent ones, such as civil wars and revolutions, to more peaceful manifestations of resistance. Legitimization of power is at stake whenever a political or social system is questioned. Often the rhetoric of rebellion relies on the division into "us" and "them." In many cases the issue is successfully resolved by negotiations; in other instances military confrontations between the two groups follow.

Recent years have proved that regardless of various attempts to avoid conflicts, both by states as well as international organizations, opposition is always involved, whether power relations are challenged through individual or collective effort. Nowadays the world is facing major crises and so we are witnessing both violent and nonviolent forms of protest. Martin Luther King recognized the significance of both. Although he himself called only for nonviolent resistance, as he put it: "a riot is the language of the unheard" (Address given in Birmingham, Alabama on December 31, 1963). "Rage, Rebellion, Revolution" conference will welcome papers discussing the two (or more) aspects of social protest outlined above.

The present conference seeks to address various definitions of rebellions and revolutions both in literary and cultural contexts. We hope to provide a forum for scholars of literature, history, sociology and political science. We invite submissions connected with but not limited to the following problems: 

- challenge to authorities and officials

- protest against regimes and totalitarian systems

- individual and social protest 

- civil disobedience

- terrorism as a political and ideological tool

- (post)colonial rebellion

- utopian and dystopian visions

- anarchism as a form of rebellion

- The Occupy Movement

- the anti-globalization/ alter-globalization movement

- the generation gap, youth (sub)culture and struggle for identity

- sexual revolutions

- feminism

- Children of the Revolution 

- media coverage of revolution 

- media as a tool of revolution (with emphasis on new media)

- the discourse of rebellion 

Proposals for 20-minute papers should be sent to rebellion.conference@san.edu.pl by 17 Feburary 2013. They should include a 200-300 word abstract, along with your name, affiliation and email address.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the conference organizers, Małgorzata Milczarek and Anna Wortman at rebellion.conference@san.edu.pl.
